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McMaster University 
Site of the 1980 General Conference 
From the Editor 
This is a Church-Col lege issue. Messiah College and the 
Brethren in Christ Church work together on a covenant 
basis as approved by the General Conference of 1972. A 
copy of the Covenant appears on pages 100-103, General 
Conference Minutes of 1972. The interview as presented in 
this issue illustrates the close working together between the 
Church and the college. A book covering the life and 
ministry of V. L. S tump, longtime editor of Evangelical 
Visitor is highlighted. A bit of devotional thought comes 
through on page three, a word of personal testimony f rom 
our brother in California. 
Letter to the Editor 
Did You Read the Reprint Editorial? 
When I paged th rough the December 10 issue of the 
Visitor, I was impressed by the effective and attractive use 
of red ink th roughou t the paper; but my appreciat ion 
suffered near-collapse when I came to the editorial on 
pages 14 and 15. This was the last editorial written by 
Editor , V. L. S tump, and appeared in the issue of January 
4, 1943, just eleven days before his death on Janua ry 15. 
As 1 looked at the small type and light red ink, which 
made reading very difficult, 1 guessed that a large percent-
age of readers would simply have passed it up with a 
cursory glance and would also have missed the coupon 
which followed the editorial . (For compar ison, note the 
contras t between this small type and light ink with the 
larger type and heavier ink in Brother Dick's obituary on 
page 6, which is very legible.) 
In contact ing Brother Hostet ter , the Interim-Editor , I 
found that he was equally concerned by this inadvertent 
loss of effectiveness in the p romot ion of the book. Time 
For Everything Under the Sun, and I was pleased to know 
of his intention to make amends in this issue. 
I might add that Time For Everything Under the Sun is 
an interesting and profitable book abou t the life of a 
distinguished church leader and a longtime Editor of the 
Visitor; and I sincerely feel tha t it should be in every 
Brethren in Christ home. I hope you will order now, using 
the coupon provided. 1 am sure you will not be disappointed. 
—C.W. Boyer 
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Under The Sun 
GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
This issue of the Evangelical Visitor includes the 
special General Conference insert. Please read it care-
fully if you plan to at tend General Conference, and 
kindly fill in all the reply fo rms and return them by the 
indicated deadlines. 
Your pastor either has, or soon will have, extra 
copies of the insert. 
The first business session of the L980 General Con-
ference, convening at McMaster University, Hamil-
to page 14 
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Editor's Note: 
Brother <& Sister Henry Unruh were longtime members of the Rosehank 
Church in Kansas. For the past 20 years they have lived in Upland, California and 
worshipped with the Upland congregation. The message of Brother Unruh's 
testimony comes to our readers through the kindness and support of Brother 
Alvin C. Burkholder. 
Good 
But Not Good 
€nough 
Jesus came to be my special guest early in October. He came at an unusual time, in an unusual way, 
with an unusual message for me. It 
happened this way: 
After my noon meal, and as I awak-
ened from my afternoon nap, relaxed 
and refreshed more than usual, a voice 
spoke to me and said, "Why don't you 
read something?" and I said, "Yes, why 
not?" I reached for my Bible, which is 
my preferred reading, and opened its 
pages. The Spirit impressed me to read 
Philippians 3:9, "And be found in 
Him, not having mine own righteous-
ness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by 
faith." 
Righteousness, what is that? 1 know 
what righteousness means, but my 
Guest seemed to say, "But we are all as 
an unclean thing, and all our righ-
teousnesses are as filthy rags." Isaiah 
64:6a. 
I said, "Now what?" 
Jesus then seemed to say to me, 
"You have a problem. Take a moment 
to reflect. You are concerned with two 
righteousnesses. The one deals with 
self-righteousness following the Law's 
demands (ritualistic uprightness and 
[supposed] right standing with God 
thus acquired), and the second righ-
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teousness which is obtained by faith in 
Jesus Christ." 
1 said, "You are right." 
The two righteousnesses are easy to 
understand if one has been enlightened 
and reared in an environment where 
such teaching is proclaimed, but I 
never had such an early background. 
My early rearing always dealt with 
the stress on doing good. Do this, and 
do that, don't do this, and don't do 
that, and by obeying these rules and 
doing good 1 would qualify for entry 
into heaven. Today my Guest cor-
rected me on this matter of 'good 
works' providing the way of salvation. 
He impressed upon me that the Word 
says the Way is found by faith, and by 
accepting freely the gift which Christ 
in his righteousness has brought and 
given to us. He offers this gift freely to 
whosoever will accept it. Good works 
do have their place. 
Then Jesus continued to talk to me. 
He said, "You have labored hard in 
your days making a livelihood, help-
ing share responsibility in the church 
to achieve your purposes in life, but 
your good is not good enough." 
There it was! Out on the table! My 
problem exposed. Rather shocking, 
but Jesus was so kind about it all. 
I believe my early teaching had some 
bearing on my struggling for that 
righteousness in Christ my l ord by 
faith. I always wanted to, or did, get 
into difficulty to justly separate the 
two my own righteousness with God's 
righteousness by faith. 
Jesus continued to talk to me. He 
said. "You long for more assurance 
regarding your relationship with me. 
especially as you anticipate your clos-
ing days of life." 
I answered. "You are right!" 
Jesus ministered to me for a long 
period of time. He reassured me. After 
we had talked things over 1 under-
stood, and the burden lifted. Every-
thing seemed changed, and a very 
peaceful presence seemed to fill the 
room. The atmosphere seemed clean, 
clear, calm. There was a peace that 
passeth all understanding, a joy uncx-
pressible. 
The fellowship with Jesus lasted 
several hours, and many good old gos-
pel hymns and scriptures flowed into 
my memory reinforcing mv position in 
Jesus. I LOVE HIM. 
"And Jesus said. 'Come to the water 
stand by my side, 
I know you are thirsty you will not 
be denied. 
I felt every tear drop when in dark-
ness you cried. 
And I come to remind you, that for 





Seven men recently got together and discussed the 
relationship between the Brethren in Christ Church 
and Messiah College. The group included three 
pastors, a former bishop, and three administrators 
from the college (all pictured throughout article). 
Dr. Henry A. Ginder gave leadership for the dialogue. 
Dr. Henry A. Ginder, Minister at Large. "I feel very positive in 
representing the college . . ." 
Ginder: My relationship with Messiah College as a staff 
person is a great joy. I feel very positive in representing the 
college, and as / move about / wish to open channels of 
communication between college and church. To begin this 
interview, / am asking Dean Brandt the first question: 
What strengths do you see in Messiah College and its 
relationship to the Brethren in Christ Church? 
Brandt: Messiah College can contribute several things 
to the Brethren in Christ Church. One is that as a Christian 
liberal arts college we seek actively the integration of faith, 
learning, and living. In this whole notion of integration, it 
is not that we use pious language, or that every class opens 
with prayer, but that every single class is somehow faced 
with the question: What difference does it make that we are 
Christians'? It doesn't always happen, but that is a goal we 
have. 
The second strength at Messiah College is the faculty. As 
I recruit faculty members, if they cannot give a sense of a 
Dr. H. David Brandt, Dean. "As I recruit faculty members, if 
they cannot give a sense of a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ, the interview is over . . ." 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ, the interview is 
over, regardless of what the other credentials are. I feel 
good about the faculty, and I know they have this 
commitment. 
I hope that increasingly we can relate to the church 
where it is out there. For example, twice we have sent 
faculty members to the Canadian Conference for short 
continuing education programs. Harold Burgess taught a 
Christian Education course two years ago, and last fall 
Luke Keefer, Jr. headed a class on an aspect of holiness 
theology. Bishop Ginder this year taught a course on cam-
pus for pastoral couples. 
Ginder: I am very glad to hear about your points of 
emphasis in regard to faculty recruitment. The church 
needs to hear that. But now, I am turning to the pastors. 
What strengths and weaknesses do you see in the college 
and its relationship with the Brethren in Christ Church? 
Pastor Cober, / am looking to you first. 
Cober: From the standpoint of the congregation, 1 
believe that people can be best prepared for Christian 
service through the Christian liberal arts approach to 
study. I have observed that when our young people come 
to Messiah they hear the truth as the Brethren in Christ 
believe it. They then make this a part of their lives and 
ultimately take it back to their congregations. That is the 
real strength to us who are working with congregations 
down at the grass roots. 
Another strength is the option of studying at the Gran-
tham Campus or at the satellite campus in Philadelphia. 
Many more of our people are now involved in city living, 
so the option of choosing an urban campus of study within 
the Christian context is a real blessing to our people. 
Ginder: / always enjoy talking about the satellite cam-
pus to people who don't know about it. It is almost always 
an eye-opener. Pastor Hawbaker, would you give your 
response? 
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Pastor Louis O. Cober, Highland Church, Central Conference. 
"I believe that people can be best prepared for Christian service 
through the Christian liberal arts approach . . ." 
Hawbaker: Our people are grateful when they see 
faculty members who are commit ted Christians apart f rom 
being highly prepared academically. Also, the number of 
facul ty members who are members of the Brethren in 
Christ Church is significant (nearly half). The strength of 
this college is the quality of the students graduating and 
building relationships with the denominat ion. 
They relate to and get involved in Brethren in Christ 
Churches. The Manor Congregat ion is very glad for the 
students who have returned home and are using their gifts 
in the body of Christ . It is just great to see them doing that , 
and it speaks well for the college. 
Cinder: Now, Pastor Lehman, why don't you talk 
about the strengths and weaknesses of the college as you 
see them? 
Lehman: I say Amen to a lot of things already said. Let 
me draw attention to the fact that the constant cultivation 
of relationship is a strong point. Messiah College has area 
representatives in each congregation, has a continuing 
education program, sends out literature, and sponsors a 
denominat ional sports tournament . 
Secondly, the college has the strength of having the 
motto , "Christ Preeminent." That dare not leave the litera-
ture that comes out. The purpose of Christian education is 
the pursuit of t ru th as revealed through nature, the Bible, 
and Christ. I'm especially thankful that the faculty not only 
teach with the right emphasis, but also practice Christian 
lifestyles. 
Another thing comes to me constantly a l though it is not 
original with me—Messiah is small enough to relate (it 
touches each individual), and yet it is large enough to 
attract competent staff, teachers, and students. 
Pastor John Hawbaker, Manor Church, Atlantic Conference. 
"The number of faculty who are members of the Brethren in 
Christ Church is significant." 
Pastor Simon Lehman, Roseglen Church, Allegheny Confer-
ence. "Messiah College has the strength of having the motto, 
'Christ Preeminent.' " 
Hawbaker: I am pleased that so many of our young 
people come to the college and then go into the pastoral 
ministry. In addi t ion to that , I am concerned with whether 
it is possible to have more of Messiah's students go into 
career missions. I think that both the congregations and 
the college should give more challenge for this kind of 
service. 
Brandt: How do you define career missions? 
Hawbaker: I'm using that term to distinguish it f rom 
two or three years of voluntary service. I am thinking 
primarily of overseas service, but the special emphasis is on 
a lifetime career. 
Cinder: Let's go now to the very practical aspect of 
student recruitment. Ron Long, I hear that there is a good 
increase in student enrollment this year. Tell us what it is. 
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Long: This year we experienced an increase of about 
12.5 percent full-t ime students. You count students differ-
ent ways: full-t ime, full-time equivalent, heads, etc. We are 
very close to the goal set by the Board of Trustees— 1,250 
full-time equivalent students. This means a f reshman class 
of about 400 students. 
Ginder: What about the Brethren in Christ percentage? 
Long: The percentage dropped a point this year. It is 
down to a round 14 percent, but interestingly the number of 
Brethren in Christ s tudents enrolled this year is exactly the 
same as last year. The increase in total enrollment has 
caused the Brethren in Christ percentage to decrease. 
I think that our denomina t ion is on the plus side in 
relation to individuals who come to Messiah College not 
knowing much abou t the Brethren in Christ at all, but who 
then join the church. A list of young men either in the 
ministry or prepar ing for the ministry will illustrate this 
point . They include Terry Brensinger, Tom Kirschner, 
Aden Herndon, Jay McDermond , Ken Letner, John 
Reitz, and Kevin Ryan. 
Mr. Ron E. Long, Director of Admissions and Financial Aid. 
"Very often, in consideration of financial aid which is available at 
Messiah, going to a state school is not less expensive." 
Ginder: What is it that attracts students to Messiah 
("ollege, Ron? 
Long: When we ask s tudents wnere they first heard 
about the college. Brethren in Christ students normally say 
that they have known about the school because it is their 
church school. Advertising in Christian periodicals has 
helped greatly in the enrollment increase. Among other 
reasons s tudents list for coming to Messiah are: good 
academic reputa t ion , small campus. Christian lifestyle, 
and the Christian commitment of faculty and staff. 
Ginder: We are going to look to you, David McBeth, at 
this point. Your work involves many contacts with the 
church. What do you see in relation to the church's interest 
in the college? 
McBeth: One thing is a sense of pride in relationship. 
People in the church feel good generally that they are 
connected with Messiah College. In addit ion to feeling 
good about the college, our church people have a s trong 
sense of responsibility. People frequently say that they give 
to Messiah because it is their church college. 
I have noticed that Brethren in Christ people want to 
know more about the college and are also ready to work on 
behalf of the college program. The three pastors in this 
interview were very typical of Brethren in Christ response. 
And, of course, church people have done well in giving 
financial and other resources to the college. 
Ginder: You talk about our people being willing to 
work. How many are involved in the present Fine Arts 
Center fund raising campaign? 
McBeth: Several hundred Brethren in Christ either 
have been or are involved now. 
Ginder: Turning back to Dean Brandt, with President 
Hostetter out of the country, you're in this meeting repre-
senting both your office and the President's Office. So 
then, representing both offices, how do you respond to 
what has been said so far in this interview? 
Brandt: 1 came to Messiah f rom non-Brethren in Christ 
background, but I am always impressed with the quality of 
alumni f rom the church. And so I do feel a sense of pride in 
the institution as 1 meet people. I also sense a concern on 
the part of Brethren in Christ people about Messiah Col-
lege. They want us to be sure about our motto . What does 
it mean? Is it for real? Is Christ preeminent? How do we 
operate? 
From my vantage point as Acting President for a couple 
of months , 1 see significant things. I see some of the people 
that contr ibute to this insti tution putt ing their money on 
the l ine—some of them in a sacrificial way. I am concerned 
that we continue to serve the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Ginder: That leads to my next question. David McBeth, 
what are some of the services and ministries the college 
provides for the churches? 
McBeth: Well, there are the periodicals—Bridge, Pro-
gress, and the President's Report— which the college sends 
out to keep the church informed. News and articles are sent 
to the Evangelical Visitor regularly. Student groups in 
music, d rama, and Gospel Team minister in churches and 
elsewhere. Campus facilities are available; many denomi-
national committees meet on campus. The college is a good 
place for family reunions, class get-togethers, church 
conferences. 
The denominat ional archives are in the Learning Re-
sources Center. Many faculty serve in pulpit supply and 
speak at special congregational events. The annual Minis-
ters Conference has been a good feature. But educat ion is 
what Messiah College is really about - fa i th , learning, 
living —the training of fu ture leadership for the Brethren in 
Christ and other churches. 
Ginder: Ron Long, what would you add? 
Long: It is always interesting to me as Director of 
Admissions to see "denominat ional preference" listed on 
an application when students enroll and then see them later 
move into the Brethren in Christ Church. In another area, 
we provide quite a bit of support for leadership training in 
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the African Church. The Board of Missions always has a 
min imum of six students here f rom Africa. We supply full 
tui t ion scholarships, and church leaders receive a housing 
and meal allowance. Some years we have had up to twelve 
s tudents at the college mutually sponsored by the college 
and the mission board a n d / o r interested alumni. 
In looking at the last Visitor (Dec. 25) I noticed three 
people who are involved in the Founda t ion Series, and all 
are rather recent graduates of Messiah: Nancy Heisey, 
Warren H o f f m a n , and J o h n Yeatts. 1 also know of stu-
dents who joined our church because of being in Dr. 
Car l ton Wittl inger 's class on Brethren in Christ Life and 
Thought . 
Mr. David P. McBeth, Director of College Advancement. "Peo-
ple in the church feel good . . . that they are connected with 
Messiah College." 
Ginder: Now to you pastors. Which of these services 
mean the most to your congregations? 
Hawbaker: The most visible services help us most. 
Things like Gospel Team, puppet teams, music groups. 
These groups show our people the kind of students the 
college has. When these students mingle with our young 
people, very good things happen. They give our people a 
positive image about the college. 
Along with that , a l though not structured by the college, 
teachers have been available for such things as a one-
quar ter Sunday school elective. Dr. George Kimber taught 
a class on the devotional classics—very helpful. 
Cober: We are 400 miles f r o m Messiah College. 1 have 
very much appreciated the openness of the college for us to 
bring prospective students to the campus. It is extremely 
impor tan t that the college continue to do everything to 
make potential students feel comfortable . 
1 would also welcome representat ion f rom Messiah Col-
lege on an informal basis f rom time to time. Our people 
sometimes associate the coming of a Messiah College per-
son with solicitation for funds . If sending someone is too 
costly, perhaps a film could be produced. It could fort ify 
the concepts of t radi t ional Brethren in Christ as well as 
inform those new in the church. 
McBeth: The college does have a film which has been 
used mostly in student recruitment and in the fund cam-
paign. It is a 16mm color movie, 13 minutes long. It gives a 
good picture of college life and purpose. The film is best 
used when someone is present who can say more about the 
college and answer questions. 
Cober: Pe rhapsa Board of Trustees member o r a n o t h e r 
person acquainted with Messiah College could show the 
film. This should work well in any congregation. Another 
thing, perhaps the college could provide a dinner in an area 
for those not previously connected with Messiah. Just 
simply an informat ion kind of thing. No request for funds . 
1 think the funds will come later. 
Lehman: When I went to the Roseglen (near Harris-
burg) church eight years ago. they knew very little about 
Messiah College. The college was not in the budget. It took 
a while to get this changed. 
At Roseglen we are in need of assistance in Sunday 
school teaching, teacher-training sessions, youth leader-
ship, and music leadership. We would welcome any help 
f rom the college. 
We appreciate student groups f rom the college who give 
evidence of the dynamics of the Spirit-filled life; we do not 
want a program for entertainment only. 
Ginder: / would like to have input by another pastor on 
the type of college group which ministers best in your 
congregation. 
Cober: Along with the ones already mentioned. I would 
add that athletes f rom the college have had a very good 
influence on our young people in camping situations. I 
would like to raise a question about the possibility of the 
college getting involved in formal debates. Forensics in 
current social issues faced by Christians, with the Brethren 
in Christ concepts and interpretations, could be stimulat-
ing and helpful. I would welcome that kind of thing in my 
congregation. 
Ginder: / would now like to look at the covenant 
between the college and our church. As you know, it 
replaced denominational ownership in IV72. I feel very 
good about the covenant and / am interested to know how 
you pastors feel about it. 
Cober: I feel good about the covenant. 1 am concerned 
that regional conferences, when selecting representation to 
the college Board of Trustees, choose churchmen as well as 
people strong in other ways. This will bring more benefit to 
the regional conference. 
Hawbaker: I am glad for the covenant relationship. I 
think it has resulted in a closer working relationship 
between the college and the denominat ion . We pastors 
must recognize that we have an impor tant role in speaking 
to our people enthusiastically and appreciatively about 
Messiah College. We need to encourage students to at tend. 
Lehman: My first reaction when the idea of the college 
not being owned by the church was brought forward was 
negative. 1 really felt hurt . The covenant is good, but is it a 
binding thing? Sometimes the college jabs the churches a 
little when it appears that we are not keeping our side. I 
think that the covenant is excellent, but I don ' t think it 
should be used as a tool to get more money f rom the 
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Face-Lift in Yamaguchi 
by Marlin E. Zook 
What happens when the only full-
time Christian worker leaves and the 
church is lead by self-supporting lay-
men? Can it grow? 
We had been away from Yamaguchi 
for IVJ years. How had the churches 
fared without a resident missionary? 
To find out the answer to these and 
other questions, our family returned to 
the rural area to celebrate Christmas 
with the churches there. 
The church in Yamaguchi is expe-
riencing change and a "face-lifting." 
The most visible sign of this was at the 
church in Hagi. They had completed 
remodeling, made great improvements 
in the kitchen area, enlarged a Sunday 
school room, and repanelled the walls 
to make the fellowship area a cheerful 
place. The old mud walls were hidden. 
What an uplift it was to see all the 
improvements! 
There is also a "face-lift" in the lead-
ership. Mr. Shibata and Mr. Okano 
are the leaders at Hagi, but the wor-
ship service led by Mr. Fujita. Mr. 
Shibata and Mr. Okano are slowly and 
was planned and led by Mr. Igeta. The 
carefully training new men to be lead-
ers. The missionaries trained the pres-
ent leaders. Now these leaders are, in 
turn, training others. 
Another noticeable area of improve-
ment was the increased numbers of 
new people. At the worship service in 
Hagi there were seven new faces. Some 
came only for Christmas but others 
were attending quite regularly, we were 
told. The church at Nagato had five 
new people. There were eight new 
people at the Christmas Eve worship 
service in Shimonoseki. Realizing the 
difficulty of evangelizing in rural Japan, 
this is significant progress. God is 
building his church in rural Japan. 
In Japan Christmas day is not a hol-
iday. Winter vacation for schools does 
begin around Christmas but adults 
who work in companies are not free. 
Yet, at the Christmas Eve worship ser-
vice at Shimonoseki there were 35 
adults in attendance. There were not 
enough chairs, so some persons sat on 
the floor. Many of these new people 
were brought through the outreach of 
homemakers and their witness. This 
thrilled me to see members of the 
church sharing their faith with neigh-
bors and friends. This was also true of 
the church at Nagato. 
Since we were at Hagi for their 
Christmas Sunday program we missed 
the Shimonoseki Sunday activities. 
But we heard about them later when 
we visited there. As we talked with 
various church members we became 
aware that a conflict had developed— 
a conflict which every church on the 
move experiences. The young people's 
group had been asked to share the true 
meaning of Christmas with a group of 
85 elementary and junior high school 
students. However, the only time this 
could be done was during the worship 
hour on Sunday morning. What should 
they do? Should the young people 
support and participate in the worship 
service or should they go and share the 
Gospel? There were voices supporting 
both sides of the discussion. 
The decision was to go and share the 
Gospel. The college student who led 
the group shared that until now he had 
done what he was asked to do. This 
time he and the others had taken the 
initiative. The driving motive to share 
the Gospel came from within. He was 
bubbling with the excitement he felt at 
having been able to share the Gospel 
more forcefully than usual. 
God honors the faith of those who 
reach out to share the Gospel. The 
young people were blessed and their 
leadership skills were developed. The 
children and youth with whom they 
shared learned about the real meaning 
of Christmas. Those who attended the 
church worship service were blessed 
and not nearly so lonely as they thought 
they would be without the young peo-
ple. The children's service that day 
included some parents who attended 
and heard the Gospel with the chil-
dren. A total of 110 persons were pres-
ent. This number added to the 40 who 
attended the service at the church gave 
an overall total of 150, the largest 
attendance ever at Shimonoseki. This 
was even more remarkable because 
Mr. Tojo, chairman of the Brethren in 
Christ Church in Yamaguchi, had been 
away from the area for some time on 
sabbatical leave from the university 
where he instructs. This evidence of 
growth in the churches was entirely the 
result of God's grace working in the 
lives of lay persons. 
There are times of discouragement 
for Christians in the Yamaguchi church. 
Sometimes the week by week progress 
is not highly visible to those living 
here. But to us, coming back after a 
year and a half, there is change. The 
rate of growth is like seeing a young 
man at the age of 13 or 14 and then 
again V/2 years later. There is great 
change. The churches in Yamaguchi 
Prefecture evidence this kind of change, 
development in the level of maturity 
and physical growth, ". . . but God 
gives the increase" (I Cor. 3:6). We 
praise Him! 
NOTE ABOUT A UTHOR: The au-
thor, under assignment by Brethren in 
Christ Missions, served three terms in 
Yamaguchi Prefecture. He and his 
family are continuing their service in 
Japan and are now living in Tokyo. 
Serving Christ 
Through MCC 
Richard and Martha Sider and their 
daughters, Leigh and Laura, are mov-
ing from their Lancaster, PA home to 
begin a three-year term of service in 
Guatemala, where they will be assum-
ing the position of country representa-
tive for MCC. 
The Siders previously served three 
years in Swaziland with MCC in the 
Teachers Abroad Program (1974-1977). 
Most recently Rich was acting director 
of the Personnel Offices at MCC head-
quarters (Akron). 
Rich and Martha are graduates of 
Messiah College and members of the 
Grantham congregation. 
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Attend the 
ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 
June 28 - July 3, 1980 
of the 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
Dates: Saturday, June 28, 3 p.m., through Thursday noon, July 3, 1980 
Place: McMaster University, 1280 Main St. West, Hamilton, 
Ontario L8S 4K1 
All persons attending General Conference will need to: 
Report lodging plans and requests by May 15 
Report transportation plans and requests by June 15 
Full information and reply forms in the February 25 issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor. Additional forms available from your pastor or from the Convention 
Director, Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. 
GENERAL CONFERENCE - A Church-Wide Fellowship 
- A Great Family Experience 
DIRECTIONS 
NOTE: Whether travelling from Toronto, Niagara Falls, London, 
or Detroit, you will proceed south on Highway 403, 
just west of the Hamilton Harbour. 
The following instructions will direct you to the 
McMaster Campus. 
1. Take the Main Street West exit. 
2. Proceed about three blocks on Main Street West. 
3. Turn right on Haddon Avenue. 
4. Proceed 3 blocks to Sterling Street and turn left. 
5. Proceed to University gate. 
6. Turn right and proceed to Commons Building for 
registration. (Parking lot is nearby.) 
FROM • BUFFALO AND NIAGARA FALLS 
1. Travel northwest on Queen Elizabeth Way. 
2. Proceed on Q. E. W. across the beach strip via the 
Burlington Skyway as if going to Toronto. 
3. About three miles past the skyway, bear left on 
Highway 403. 
4. Follow Highway 403 toward Hamilton. (Note direc-
tions above.) 
FROM • DETROIT AND LONDON 
1. Travel east on Highway 401. 
2. Take south exit of Highway 6. 
3. Proceed south on Highway 6 for 17 miles. 
4. Take Highway 403 toward Hamilton. (Note directions 
above.) 
FROM •TORONTO 
1. Travel southwest on Queen Elizabeth Way. 
2. As Q. E. W. bears left to Niagara Falls, you keep 
right on Highway 403. 
3. Follow Highway 403 toward Hamilton. (Note direc-
tions above.) 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION - 1980 GENERAL CONFERENCE 
If you plan to attend General Conference at McMaster University, please fill in the attached forms regardless of where or with 
whom you plan to stay. This includes those staying in their own homes. Kindly return the forms to the designated people 
before the deadline dates. Requests will be honored in the order they are received. 
PRE-REGISTRATION 
All people 18 years of age and older 
attending the Conference, both conference 
members and non-conference members, 
will need to pre-register. The registration 
fee for the 1980 General Conference is 
$12 per person for those who register 
before May 15, and $15 for those whose 
registration is postmarked after that date. 
The fee for persons registering at General 
Conference is $15, or $4 per day, which-
ever is less. All people attending any 
day sessions or workshops should 
register. 
The above General Conference registra-
tion fee will be in Canadian funds for 
Canadians, and in U.S. funds for U.S. 
people. The registration receipts will help 
cover Conference operational expenses. 
Registrants should send a check or 
money order along with Form 1-A and 1-B 
to Paul Hostetler. People who request 
meals and/or lodging at McMaster Univer-
sity will then be mailed the necessary 
forms to register directly with McMaster. 
$10 Cdn funds or $9 U.S. funds per 
person, per day. 
Children 5-8 years, half the above rates. 
Children 4 and under, no charge. 
For those who purchase meal tickets 
at the time of the meal the rates are: 
Adult 
Breakfast: $2.75 Cdn $2.50 U.S. 
Lunch: $3.75 Cdn $3.25 U.S. 
Dinner: $5.00 Cdn $4.50 U.S. 
Children, 5-8 years 
Breakfast: $1.50 Cdn $1.25 U.S. 
Lunch $2.00 Cdn $1.75 U.S. 
Dinner: $2.50 Cdn $2.25 U.S. 
(Children under 5, no charge) 
You can request meal reservations by 
filling in Form 1-B and returning it to 
Paul Hostetler before May 15. You will 
then be mailed a special registration 
form prepared by McMaster University. 
The registration deadline for meals 
and/or lodging, made direct ly with 
McMaster University, is June 1. A check 
or money order should accompany the 
registration form. The cancellation dead-
line, with full refunds, is June 25. No 
refunds after that date. Because of delays 
of up to a week in postal service, late 
cancellations will need to be submitted 
by telephone. Call (416) 525-9140, and ask 
for Extension 4781 (Conference Services). 
REGISTRATION AT CONFERENCE 
Registration at Conference will be on 
Saturday, June 28, from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon, and from 1 to 2:30 p.m. The regis-
tration will include: 
1. Getting a name tag and convention 
packet. 
2. Registering for General Conference 
membership. 
3. Picking up room key and meal 
tickets. (These may be obtained in 
the Commons Building whenever 
you arrive.) 
4. Choosing a workshop for Tuesday 
afternoon 
5. Registering for special meal meetings 
LODGING 
Lodging will be provided in 11-story 
Brandon Hall and in 6-story Woodstock 
Hall. These fine buildings have carpeted 
and air conditioned rooms, are elevator 
equipped, and have 24-hour front desk 
service. 
Most rooms have twin beds, and two 
guests will be assigned to each room. 
Single rooms are also available. The rates 
are as follows: 
$10 Cdn funds or $9 U.S. funds per 
person, per night, double occupancy, 
with 6th and 7th nights free. 
$14 Cdn funds or $12.50 U.S. funds 
per person, per night, single occu-
pancy, with 6th and 7th nights free. 
Students age 9 through college (ID 
cards required) at half the above rates. 
Children 8 and under, on floor in 
parents' room, no charge. 
You can request a room by filling in 
Form 1-B and returning it to Paul 
Hostetler before May 15. You will then 
be mailed a special registration form pre-
pared by McMaster University. 
NOTE: U.S people may choose to convert 
their funds into Canadian funds 
before registering with McMaster 
University in order to get better 
exchange rates. This can be done 
for both lodging and meals. 
MEALS 
Excellent meals will be served in the 
university dining room. A small conces-
sions booth will be open each day from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Off-campus restaur-
ants are from one to five miles from 
the Conference site. The meal rates in 
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FORM 1-A • GENERAL INFORMATION 
PRINT your name 
PRINT full address 
Today's Date 
How many people in your group? Men Women Children 
Please PRINT names, and if under 18, include their ages. 
Expected arrival date Departure date 
Enclose $12 for each person 18 or over. Make out 
check or money order to General Conference. 
Amount 
Enclosed, 
(Fill in other side also) (Send to Paul Hostetler by May 15) 
FORM 2-A - TRANSPORTATION TO CONFERENCE Today's Date 
PRINT name(s) 
PRINT your full address 
Phone ( . 
I/We will arrive at the Hamilton Airport; please meet me/us. 
I/We will arrive at the Toronto Airport; please meet me/us at the Royal 
Connaught Hotel in Hamilton one hour later. 
Date Time Carrier No. 
Please meet me/us at the Hamilton Bus station: Date 
I/We will be coming by car. 
Time 
Remarks: 
(Fill in other side also) (Send to Claude Winger by June 15) 
TRANSPORTATION 
With General Conference again conven-
ing over a Canadian holiday and only 
one day before a U.S. holiday, public 
carriers will be loaded to capacity. To 
protect yourself from disappointments, 
make reservations early. 
McMaster University is located in the 
west end of the City of Hamilton, ap-
proximately four miles from the downtown 
area. 
Regardless of how you plan to travel, 
please fill in both sides of Form 2 
and send it to Mr. Claude F. Winger, 
Box 547, Ridgeway, Ontario LOS 1NO by 
JUNE 15. After that date call Claude 
Winger, (416) 894-0717. 
The Greyhound Bus Lines have a ter-
minal in downtown Hamilton. TheTrans-
portat ion Commit tee charge f rom the 
bus station is $3.00.*. 
Toron to Airport : L imousine service 
every half hour between 5:30 a.m. and 
11:00 p.m. daily. The service to the Royal 
Connaught Hotel in downtown Hamil-
ton takes about one hour and the charge 
(at this pr int ing) is $7.00. The Transpor-
tat ion Commit tee wil l pick you up at the 
hotel approximately one hour after your 
f l ight arrives at the Toron to Airport . The 
charge is $3.00*. 
The only airline flying from the U.S. 
to the Hamilton Airport is Nordair (No 
flights on Saturdays, and only one on 
Sundays) from Pittsburgh, Pa. The Trans-
portation Committee will pick you up at 
the airport. The charge is $6.00*. 
*Up to five people may share one car 
fare. 
PLEASE PAY YOUR DRIVER UPON 
ARRIVAL AT YOUR DESTINATION. 
PARKING 
Conference parking will be in the large 
parking lot near the Commons Building 
and residence halls (north of tennis 
courts). All people staying in the resi-
dence halls will have a free parking pass. 
(A refund will be made at registration 
time to people lodging on campus who 
are charged for parking upon arrival for 
Conference). 
Commuting people will need to pay for 
parking. However, parking will be free on 
Saturday, Sunday, and Tuesday (a Cana-
dian holiday). On other days the charge 
is 50( per hour, with a maximum of 
$2 per day. Parking after 4:30 p.m. is 50c. 
CONFERENCE ADDRESS AND PHONES 
Letters sent to General Conference 
should be addressed as follows: 
(Name of person) 
c/o Brethren in Christ Gen. Conf. 
Conference Services 
McMaster University 
Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4K1 
FORM 1-B • LODGING AND MEALS 
PRINT your name 
Today's Date 
I 
I/We plan to stay in a campus residence hall. Please send forms. 
I/We plan to stay in a motel campsite private home. 
(Give details, including address) 
I/We plan to eat our meals in the dining room. Please send forms. 
I/We have meal plans as follows: 
Send no money at this time for lodging or meals. Send only the registration 
fee as indicated on the other side of this form. 
(Fill in other side also) (Send to Paul Hostetler by May 15) 
FORM 2-B - TRANSPORTATION FROM CONFERENCE Today's Date 
PRINT Name(s) 
Please take me/us to: Hamilton Airport Bus Station 
Royal Connaught Hotel (Allow one hour for limousine service to 
Toronto Airport from hotel. A limousine leaves every half hour.) 
I/We need to be at the above indicated place by (give date and time) 
Remarks: 
(Fill in other side also) (Send to Claude Winger by June 15) 
i ! 
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PLEASE NOTE: Due to delays in mail 
service in both the U.S. and Canada, 
a full week should be allowed for 
delivery of letters. 
CONFERENCE PHONE NUMBERS: 
Information Booth (416) 523-0255 
General Conference Secretary 
(416) 523-0710 
Auditorium Platform - (416) 523-0991 
CAMPING INFORMATION 
No campsites are available on the uni-
versity campus. For those who desire off 
campus campsites, reservations should 
be made EARLY AND DIRECTLY WITH 
THE CAMPSITE. Then fill in and return 
Form 1-B by May 15. Information on some 
possible campsites follow. Please note 
that the rates quoted are 1979 rates; the 
1980 rates may be higher. 
ARROWHEAD PARK (6 mi. away) 
Box 108, Copetown, Ontario 
$4 per night, $25 weekly 
Primitive - no hookups 
Phone: (416) 628-6213 
KNIGHT'S DUNMARK PARK (10 mi. away) 
Alberton, Ontario 
$6.75 per night, hookups extra 
Showers, snack bar, pool 
Phone: (416) 648-3355 
LAWSON PARK (15 mi. away) 
R. 1, Freelton, Ontario 
$6.50 per night, hookups extra 
Showers, pool, fishing 
Phone: (416) 659-3395 
OTHER OFF CAMPUS LODGING 
You will need to make your own 
arrangements for lodging in private homes 
DIRECTLY WITH THE PERSON INVOLVED. 
If you wish to have motel accommo-
dations, MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS 
EARLY AND DIRECTLY. Wherever you 
stay, fill in Form 1-B and return by 
May 15. The motels listed below have 
rates of from $25 to $30 for a double-
occupancy room. They are all within 10 
miles of the campus. 
BELL MOTEL 
318 Plains East 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Phone: (416) 637-5653 
CLAPPISON'S CORNERS MOTEL 
2000 Highway 6 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Phone: (416) 689-6615 
COACH & FOUR MOTEL 
Highway 6 Burlington 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Phone: (416) 522-2483 
For more information, call the Con-
vention Director at either: 
Office: (717) 766-2511, Ext. 361 




Akron , Pa .—Dr . Gustavo Para jon , 
a Baptist Church leader of Nicaragua, 
discussed the experience of the evan-
gelical church in Nicaragua in rela-
t ionship to the recent revolution and 
the new socialist government at a Jan -
uary dinner meeting at Mennoni te 
Central Committee. Present were repre-
sentatives of Eastern Mennonite Board 
of Mission and Charities, Franconia 
Mennoni te Board, Brethren in Christ, 
and MCC. 
Para jon , a medical doctor , is chair-
man of C E P A D , the Evangelical A-
gency for Relief and Development in 
Nicaragua, which plays a crucial role 
in facil i tating coopera t ion a m o n g a 
broad spectrum of evangelical churches 
in Nicaragua. M C C aid to Nicaragua 
af te r the 1972 ea r thquake and after the 
war for independence was directed 
th rough C E P A D . 
The war between former President 
Anastas io Somoza 's Nat ional Guard 
MCC photo: Dr. Gus-





mally with M C C 
administrators 
present at the 
dinner meeting. 
and the Sandinista rebels, which escal-
ated in 1977 and 1978, was a real crisis 
for the evangelical church in Nicara-
gua, Parajon noted. Evangelical church 
people had been taught that Christians 
should not be involved in political 
things and should not criticize the 
government. 
The Somoza goverment had long 
been accused of extreme corrupt ion 
and in 1977 church people began to 
hear of mass executions of people in 
the mounta in areas. Pastors docu-
mented stories of the torture and murder 
of innocent victims, including evangel-
icals. Para jon detailed the suffering of 
Nicaraguans under Somoza dur ing 
1978, such as the systematic bombing 
of cities and slaughter of young men 
and some young women in an effort to 
stop the revolution. 
The evangelical church was unable 
to agree on a way to speak out against 
the injustices, Para jon reported, while 
Can You Help 
A Missionary? 
In response to letters sent to 
every Brethren in Christ mission-
ary, the Missions Prayer Fellow-
ship Commit tee is receiving re-
quests forassis tance in duplicating 
and mailing prayer letters. This 
consumes much precious time of 
missionaries who could be freed 
f r o m this responsibility to engage 
in pursuits only they can follow in 
their specific situation. In addi-
t ion. the mailing of these letters 
f r o m North American locations 
will significantly lower the cost of 
postage. Besides saving time and 
money, the personal sense of in-
volvement of the home church 
with the missionary and his work 
will be invaluable. 
What does this type of com-
mitment involve? Details would need 
to be worked out with the individ-
ual missionary but some general 
guidelines follow. First of all, a 
church or Sunday school class 
that decides to take on this respon-
sibility must be fai thful in regular 
participation over a period of years. 
Second, it will be essential to have 
facilities for cutting of stencils and 
duplication. Then people will be 
needed to address envelopes and 
apply postage. Arrangements will 
need to be made regarding funds 
for paper and postage with each 
missionary; however this may cer-
tainly be considered as a missions 
project for the group involved. 
Individuals involved in such pro-
jects will need to give attention to 
details. Examples of this would be 
changes in addresses of persons 
receiving the prayer letters and 
following the wishes of the mis-
sionary regarding time schedules. 
Is this a project for you? For 
your Sunday school Class, Wom-
en's, Men's or Youth Fellowship? 
If you are interested please con-
tact the Missions Prayer Fellow-
ship Commit tee member in your 
Conference. 
Allegheny 
Mrs. Lucille t i lery 
R o u t e 2 
C h a m b e r s b u r g . P A 17201 
Atlantic-
Mrs. N a n c y Schi ld t 
207 M a p l e A v e n u e 
Ha l i f ax . PA 17032 
C a n a d i a n 
Mrs. M a r y Sider 
R.R. #1 
W e l l a n d p o r t . O n t a r i o 
C a n a d a LOR 2S0 
C e n t r a l 
Mrs . D o r c a s C l i m e n h a g a 
258 W. Van Buren 
N a p p a n e e . I nd i ana 46550 
Miss Ar lene Miller 
6606 Oakf i e ld St. NE 
East C a n t o n , O h i o 44730 
Midwes t 
Miss R u t h Keller 
R o u t e 2 
Dal las C e n t e r . Iowa 50063 
Paci f ic 
Mrs. F rances H a r m o n 
314 E. I Ith St. 
U p l a n d . C a l i f o r n i a 918X6 
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increasing numbers of young people 
and some pastors, infuriated and anx-
ious, left the church and joined the 
Sandinista guerrillas. 
"The uprising was definitely popu-
lar throughout the country," Parajon 
told the group. Anger at Somoza created 
a great wave of nationalism and sup-
port for the guerrillas. "You have no 
idea how happy all of us were that 
Somoza was gone. July 19 was an 
exuberant day. Everyone celebrated in 
the streets, hugging one another and 
cheering," he described. 
The past six months have been a 
time for the new government to be 
shaped and for the churches to find 
their new role. Five hundred pastors 
met in October in Managua, the capi-
tal city, and drew up a statement rec-
ognizing the new government, con-
gratulating the leaders for its new 
programs of social justice, encourag-
ing evangelical people to serve with the 
government in programs such as liter-
acy and health, and reaffirming their 
"absolute faithfulness to the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ for the glory of God the 
Father." 
The new government has agreed to 
observe the U.N. Declaration of Human 
Rights and has said it will not restrict 
religious freedom. Mennonites at the 
January meeting discussed the church 
in other socialist countries and ex-
pressed deep concern that the free-
doms of Nicaraguan Christians con-
tinue to be respected. At present the 
government has recognized the evan-
gelicals and has, in fact, called on 
C E P A D to give assistance after natu-
ral disasters. 
Para jon expressed concern that pre-
sent nationalism following a successful 
military rebellion has created a situa-
tion "where everyone in the country 
perceives violence as the only way out. 
The peace option the Mennonite church 
has should be loudly proclaimed," he 
asserted. 
Christians in Nicaragua and North 
America need to find peaceful ways to 
speak out strongly against injustices, 
he said. "We had no answer but to 
encourage our people not to get in-
volved. When the churches do not 
come face to face with these issues of 
injustices, people no longer will hear 
the gospel." 
Para jon hopes the Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches will help 
provide opportuni ty for church and 
church agency leaders in Cent ra l 
America to grapple with peace and jus-
tice theology in seminars. 
How should North American church 
people respond to his story? Nicaragua 
does not need an influx of North 
American workers to help with recon-
struction although needs are great, he 
said. North Americans have been deeply 
suspect in Nicaragua since the United 
States military presence there early in 
the century created a poor image. Mis-
sionaries who have been there for 
years are known and trusted, but new 
North Americans are distrusted. This 
distrust is easy to understand, Parajon 
stressed, if North Americans consider 
the image the United States has for its 
years of supporting the corrupt and 
repressive Somoza government. 
He said North American Christians 
can play a crucial role by understand-
ing what has happened in Nicaragua 
and the relationship of that situation 
to the oppressed peoples of such Latin 
American countries as Honduras, Guate-
mala and El Salvador. "Let your gover-
nment know what is really happening. 
Marxism offers an appeal to oppressed 
populations, as people become aware 
that they don't have to be subject to the 
past chains which have strangled them. 
Understand what oppressed people 
are saying and research what the Bible 
tells us about social justice," he sug-
gested. 
U.S. citizens should also urge their 
government to grant the Nicaraguan 
Government's request for $75 million 
in aid. "If the United States does not 
come through with this money, they 
Conference News 
Allegheny 
Y o u t h a n d a d u l t s f r o m the Blairs Mills c o n -
g rega t ion held a C h r i s t m a s t ree d e c o r a t i n g pa r ty 
at the Chr i s t i an Re t rea t Cen te r . Roy Ginder is 
the d i r ec to r of the Re t rea t Cen te r . • T h e Cham-
bersburg c o n g r e g a t i o n held a panel d i scuss ion 
on Chr i s t i an D a y Schoo l s o n S u n d a y evening, 
J a n u a r y 13. T h e panel was m a d e u p of a counse l -
o r in a publ ic schoo l , a p r inc ipa l in a Chr i s t i an 
A c a d e m y , a t e ache r with exper ience in bo th 
publ ic and pr iva te schools , and a pa ren t whose 
ch i ld ren have a t t e n d e d pr iva te schools . • T h e 
Five Forks a n d New Guilford c o n g r e g a t i o n s 
held a c o m b i n e d New Year 's Service with Rev. 
Maurice Bender, p a s t o r a t New G u i l f o r d , giving 
the message . Both c o n g r e g a t i o n s p rov ided spe-
cial music . 
Bishop Alvin Book b r o u g h t the Y o u t h Day 
message t o the Locust Grove c o n g r e g a t i o n on 
S u n d a y , J a n u a r y 27, while the p a s t o r was in 
E n g l a n d . Rev. Herbert Hartman. instal led at 
Locus t G r o v e in A u g u s t , pa r t i c ipa t ed in a th ree -
week c ross -cu l tu ra l course . • S p e a k e r s a t the 
will risk forcing Nicaragua into the 
arms of Cuba and Russia," he said. 
He additionally urged North Amer-
icans to work to strengthen the national 
churches and local leadership in Latin 
American countries where they now 
work, so there will be a strong church 
to face the crisis of revolution and to 
carry on, even if there is radical change. 
Mission leaders present noted that 
church leaders such as Parajon can do 
a great deal to help North American 
Christians understand political reali-
ties and know how to better work in 
cooperation with churches in coun-
tries facing great social and political 
change. 
There are current ly three peace 
churches in Nicaragua: Brethren in 
Christ, Evangelical Mennonite Con-
ference (F ra t e rn i ty of Mennon i t e 
Churches in Nicaragua) and Rosedale 
Mennonite Mission (Nicaragua Men-
nonite Church). They have made a 
statement of their peace position to the 
new government and have offered their 
services in government human welfare 
programs. 
MCC is providing substantial food 
and financial resources to C E P A D . 
MCC supports projects of C E P A D 
and the Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ churches that create employ-
ment for some of the 40 per cent 
unemployed in that country. 
Kristina Mast Burnett 
MCC Information Services 
11 January 1980 
Montgomery Church d u r i n g the m o n t h of De-
c e m b e r were Dr . Kenneth B. Hoover f o r special 
miss ions : Brother and Sister Chester Sol len-
berger, m i s s i o n a r i e s t o Z a m b i a ; a n d Mark 
Al leman, min i s te r ia l s t u d e n t f r o m Mess iah Col -
lege. • T h e Mowersvi l le c o n g r e g a t i o n r e p o r t s 
t he Chr i s t ' s C r u s a d e r s s p o n s o r e d a W a t c h Night 
Service with the Garnet Myers family, Clarence 
Musser, and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Detwiler as 
guest mus ic ians . 
Atlantic 
T h e Bethel Springs c o n g r e g a t i o n r e p o r t s a 
can t a t a was presen ted in their c h u r c h on D e c e m -
ber 22, by the Cross Roads and Mt . Pleasant 
cong rega t i ons . • Rev. Paul Unruh, f o u n d e r of 
Fami ly Counse l ing Service, held a Fami ly Week -
end in the Cross Roads Church on J a n u a r y 25-27. 
The Elizabethtown c o n g r e g a t i o n hos ted a 
You th Rally f o r the A t l an t i c C o n f e r e n c e o n 
S u n d a y . F e b r u a r y 3. Bruce Burkholder was the 
guest speake r . • T h e Pequea c o n g r e g a t i o n has 
m a d e an a l b u m of all of the i r S u n d a y schoo l 
t eachers . E a c h week a t e ache r is f e a t u r e d in the 
c h u r c h bul le t in as " T e a c h e r of t he W e e k . " • T h e 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
Souderton c o n g r e g a t i o n held a M e m b e r s h i p 
R e c e p t i o n Service on J a n u a r y 20, f o r several 
y o u n g peop le . 
Canadian 
T h e cho i r of t he Bridlewood c o n g r e g a t i o n 
p r e sen t ed a c a n t a t a to the Oak Ridges cong rega -
t ion o n S u n d a y , D e c e m b e r 30. T h e p a s t o r of 
O a k Ridges , Andrew M c N i v e n , b r o u g h t the 
m o r n i n g message t o the Br id lewood c o n g r e g a -
t i o n . • A n I n s t a l l a t i o n Service was held by the 
Massey Place c o n g r e g a t i o n f o r Terry Friesen as 
a ss i s t an t p a s t o r o n S u n d a y . J a n u a r y 13. Mrs. 
Kathy Hildebrandt was a l so ins ta l led as Chr i s -
t ian E d u c a t i o n D i r ec to r . • T h e New Life Church 
hos t ed a r e t r ea t f o r co l l ege -ca ree r - age of all t he 
O n t a r i o c h u r c h e s o n D e c e m b e r 28, 29 and 30. 
N ine p e r s o n s f r o m the Springvale c o n g r e g a -
t ion were recent ly bap t i zed . A F a m i l y Life 
S e m i n a r was held wi th the fo l l owing guest 
s p e a k e r s : Rev. Henry Gray, D o r o t h y Sherk, 
Lester Fretz, Clenna West a n d Rev. Da le Shaw. 
• T h r e e y o u t h f r o m the Wainfleet Church, Deb-
bie Disher, Hilda Wiebe, a n d Den i s Tremblay, 
sha red with the c o n g r e g a t i o n thei r exper i ences 
of a C h r i s t m a s C r u s a d e in M e x i c o . Bert Kam-
phuis, C a n a d i a n D i r e c t o r of O p e r a t i o n Mobi l i -
za t ion . a lso shared with the cong rega t i on . 
Central 
T h e Bethel c o n g r e g a t i o n r e p o r t s ho ld ing a 
W a t c h Night Service with the M c N a u g h t o n Sis-
ters f r o m the P l ea san t Valley c o n g r e g a t i o n 
(Al legheny Confe r ence ) , b r ing ing special music . 
• T h e Beulah Chapel c o n g r e g a t i o n held a S tew-
a r d s h i p S e m i n a r o n F e b r u a r y 8, 9. and 10. Carl 
E. Keefer, D i r ec to r of S t e w a r d s h i p a n d F inance , 
was t h e gues t speake r . • T h e Christian Union 
c o n g r e g a t i o n he lped thei r p a s t o r a n d wife, the 
Marlin Resslers, obse rve thei r 30th W e d d i n g 
A n n i v e r s a r y at a Fe l l owsh ip Tea on S u n d a y 
evening , J a n u a r y 13. 
T h e D a y t o n c o n g r e g a t i o n r e p o r t s a g o o d 
a t t e n d a n c e f o r thei r New Year ' s Eve service. • 
Thi r ty-e igh t pe r sons f r o m the Highland congre-
ga t ion pa r t i c ipa ted in a " H u n g e r W a l k " t o raise 
S3.206.88. The f u n d s were given to M C C . Dr. 
Henry Ginder was the evangel is t f o r services 
held J a n u a r y 6-13. • T h e Lakeview cong rega -
t ion showed the " F o c u s on the F a m i l y " f i lm 
series by James D o b s o n . T h e f i rs t f i lm, " T h e 
S t rong-Wi l l ed C h i l d " was s h o w n on S u n d a y , 
J a n u a r y 6. • Ten pe r sons f r o m the Moore town 
c o n g r e g a t i o n comple t ed read ing t h r o u g h the 
Bible in 1979. They were presen ted a w a r d s on 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g , J a n u a r y 6. 
Midwest 
T h e Bethany c o n g r e g a t i o n r epor t s receiving 
ten m e m b e r s in to fe l lowsh ip on S u n d a y , D e c e m -
ber 16. The pas to r a l f ami ly . Charles Rickels, 
hosted a recep t ion f o r the m e m b e r s a f t e r t he 
evening service. • T h e pas to ra l coup le of the 
Rosebank c o n g r e g a t i o n , Ron Freemans, hos ted 
an o p e n house f o r thei r c o n g r e g a t i o n on New 
Year ' s Eve. • T h e Chr i s t ' s C r u s a d e r s of t he Zion 
c o n g r e g a t i o n hos ted a re t rea t f o r the y o u t h of 
the Mounta in View c o n g r e g a t i o n on F e b r u a r y 9 
and 10. The speake r was Steve Rankin. 
Pacific 
T h e Azusa Pacific College Band p resen ted a 
concer t to the R e d w o o d Country c o n g r e g a t i o n 
on F r iday evening , J a n u a r y 4. • Dr. and Mrs. 
Warren H o f f m a n of t he Navajo Miss ion, led the 
Alta I.oma c o n g r e g a t i o n in an even ing of mus ic 
and praise on S u n d a y evening , D e c e m b e r 30. 
MESSIAH VILLAGE B O A R D OF TRUSTEES 
PLACES RESTRICTION ON 
CLUSTER HOUSING SALES 
At the meeting of the Board of Trustees held Janu-
ary 19, 1980 the Messiah Village Board took a long 
hard look at the rapidly developing cluster housing 
p rogram. What they saw caused them to place a tem-
porary restriction on sales of units now under contract 
for construct ion. 
The concern of the Board is that while the surround-
ing communi ty seems to be well pleased with the 
design, terms and overall p rogram of the Cluster 
Housing Complex and are "gobbling them up," the 
Brethren in Christ communi ty is not displaying much 
interest—either f rom a lack of informat ion on the 
p rogram or a simple lack of interest. 
At this point in t ime about half of the land available 
for cluster housing units is either occupied, under con-
struct ion or contracted for construct ion. The number 
of these units totals 48. Normally, such rapid growth 
would be very satisfying to a Board but what concerns 
this Board is that an increasing number of the new 
units to be built have been sold to persons who are not 
members of the Brethren in Christ Church. If this 
trend were to cont inue for the remainder of units 
planned for const ruct ion, within a few years the popu-
lation of Messiah Village would be predominant ly 
non-Brethren in Christ. This would occur because the 
cluster housing residents will become the principle 
source of admissions into nursing care and sheltered 
care, taking precedence over any admissions f rom a 
waiting list—even if the person on the waiting list is a 
member of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
As the Board looked at the possibility of this hap-
pening they felt grave concern. Several church homes 
have found themselves in this type of situation with the 
result that their church members no longer feel an 
identity with it as their church home. The Messiah 
Village Board would not like to see this happen to our 
Brethren in Christ home. 
Viewing the trend of non-Brethren in Christ pre-
dominat ing the sales for cluster housing, the Board 
agreed to call a temporary mora tor ium on fur ther 
sales to other than Brethren in Christ until they are 
absolutely sure our own church people have been suf-
ficiently informed about the program and have had 
ample opportuni ty to avail themselves of the advan-
tages offered through cluster housing residency. 
Several units scheduled to begin construction this 
Spring, for completion in August or September, are 
still available and until the mora tor ium is lifted will be 
sold only to members of the denominat ion. No time 
table has been established for lifting the mora tor ium. 
Persons desiring informat ion on Cluster Housing 
should contact the Adminis t ra tor of Messiah Village, 
100 Mt. Allen Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. Tele-
phone (717) 697-4666. 
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How do I get people to serve on my 
commit tee? Why do so few people 
show up for our t raining sessions? 
How will I ever get enough teachers to 
staff our Sunday school? Why do 1 
have to keep checking up on people to 
see that they get their j ob done? 
These are questions heard quite often 
f rom congregat ional leaders. They all 
focus on one problem—motivat ion . 
Motivat ion is a difficult problem par-
ticularly in the church. 
Since the church is a voluntary 
organizat ion, people are free to choose 
which church they will attend and to 
what extent they will be active in the 
church they choose. Moreover , there 
are few tangible incentives to serve in 
the church. In business, the worker is 
obligated to his supervisor and is paid 
for his service. This is not the case in 
the church. So, we resort to pleading, 
begging, arm-twisting, and other ques-
t ionable means of persuasion. 
John Yeatts is serving as an Associate Director 
with the Board of Christian Education. He and 
his family live in Nappanee, Indiana. 
How can we more effectively moti-
vate people to work in the church? The 
key is: meet the needs people have and 
they will be motivated to work. 
We have recognized this principle 
when it applies to people in the world. 
It is commonly said: if you want your 
church to grow, find a need people 
have and meet it. 
Why not apply this principle also to 
people in the church? If you want peo-
ple to work in the church, find out the 
needs they have and meet them. 
What are some of the needs that 
church members have? There are at 
least four needs that are basic to all 
people—the need for security, the need 
to belong, the need for success, and the 
need to find meaning in life. 
Security: One needs to know that 
he can perform what is required of him 
without threat of being ridiculed or 
criticized. Consider the person who is 
chosen to be Sunday school superin-
tendent . Shortly after accepting the 
job , someone comes to him and says: 
"Isn't there going to be a Sunday 
school picnic this Fall? The Sunday 
School Board usually has it planned by 
now." A month later, a well-meaning 
member approaches the new superin-
tendent saying: "I haven't noticed any-
thing about the special Thanksgiving 
offering we take for the pastor . People 
need to be warned of something like 
that ahead of t ime." A month later, a 
fa ther says: "I hope you haven't for-
gotten the children's Christmas pro-
gram. My son will be really disap-
pointed." Similar events continue and 
by the end of the year our new superin-
tendent is ready to resign and never 
accept another job in the church. Why? 
Because he did not know what was 
expected of him. He was criticized for 
not doing things he did not know he 
was supposed to do. In short , he had 
no security. 
Belonging: It is important for a per-
son to feel that he is a part of a team 
which will suppor t him in his task. It is 
not uncommon for a new Sunday 
firm-Twisting 
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school teacher to be assigned to his 
task, handed a quar ter ly , pointed to a 
class, and let a lone to sink or swim. It 
is not long until he feels very alone. If 
he has t rouble , to whom should he 
turn? Soon he assumes that he must be 
the only one who has any t rouble 
because no one else is asking for help. 
He suffers th rough a year doing the 
best he can. At the end of the year, he 
concludes that he is just not a teacher. 
If he would have had the suppor t f r o m 
working together with a larger group 
of teachers, he might have felt differ-
ently about himself. 
Success: If a person is successful in 
his task and receives praise f rom oth-
ers, he is motivated to work harder . If 
he does not experience success and is 
viewed by others to be a failure, that 
person is likely to quit in despair. I 
have observed some church workers 
who threaten to quit their jobs at least 
once a year. In some cases, if their 
resignations were accepted, they would 
be disappointed. It is not that they 
want to quit their jobs; it is just that 
they want someone to tell them they 
are doing a good job . This is a normal 
feeling. We need to be appreciated; we 
need to be told we are doing a good 
job. We need to experience success. 
Meaning: It has been said that today 
most people turn to religion because it 
provides meaning in their lives. If the 
person feels that his task is a part of the 
overall purpose of God in the world, 
tha t task takes on a new meaning. Too 
of ten , church work is thought to be 
meetings where reports are approved, 
tasks tha t are just busy work, and pro-
grams that need to be pushed so they 
do not run out of steam. Recently, I 
overheard a person say: "You're lucky 
you didn' t go to the meeting. We didn' t 
do anything anyway." People need to 
realize that God works through the 
church to accomplish his will in the 
world and tha t they are a part of this 
exciting work. This gives meaning to 
what they do. 
So, the problem has been focused. 
Consider ing the needs of the church 
members will help us to motivate them 
to serve effectively in the church. But 
how do we do that? Let us consider 
several practical ideas that help to 
meet the needs discussed. 
1. A job description should be devel-
oped for every position in the 
church. The job description should 
include the tasks that are to be 
done, the abilities the person should 
have if he is to fill this position 
adequately, how much time it will 
take to do the job properly, how 
long he is expected to fill the posi-
tion, the relationship between this 
position and other positions, and 
how much training will be needed 
for the job. A person who is given 
a detailed job description knows 
what is expected of him. There-
fore, his need for security is met. 
2. An assessment of a person's gifts 
should be completed before anyone 
is assigned to a task. Persons are 
chosen for positions in the church 
for the wrong reasons—to get them 
involved, or because somebody 
has to do it. A better method is 
through prayerful evaluation of 
the gifts each person has. The abil-
ities needed to perform a given 
task should be compared with the 
abilities of persons in the church. 
Then, a proper match of person to 
task can be made. In this way, the 
person knows that he has been 
chosen specifically for this j ob and 
that his fellow Christ ians believe 
he can do it. This too meets his 
need for security. 
3. The recruitment process itself 
should be positive in tone. Instead 
of begging, pleading, and arm-
twisting, j ob descriptions should 
be explained clearly. The recruiter 
should explain why the person 
was chosen for this j ob and with 
whom he will be working. Thus, 
he is sure of what the position 
entails and who will be sharing the 
task. His needs for security and 
belonging are met. 
4. Preservice training should be given. 
This should include general lead-
ership concepts and the specific 
skills needed for the part icular 
position. Such a course should be 
completed by every church worker. 
Upon completion, he should re-
ceive some certificate of recogni-
tion. Thus, his need for success is 
met quite early. 
5. An internship program should in-
troduce the person to his position. 
Each new recruit should work 
together with someone who knows 
how to fulfill the task correctly. If 
this happens, he realizes that he is 
part of a team of competent lead-
ers and that he can be competent 
himself. So, his need to belong 
and his need for success are met. 
6. Periodic inservice training is 
needed. Every worker needs new 
ideas to keep him from getting 
stale and the task f rom becoming 
drudgery. This is the purpose of 
workshops, seminars, courses, and 
personal reading. This is where 
the training really seems meaning-
ful to the student . It is generally 
agreed that on-the-job training is 
the best kind because the person is 
better able to apply what he learns. 
Inservice training allows the per-
son to complete a course that he 
can apply to the task he is per-
forming. Thus, his needs for suc-
cessand meaningare met. RELAY 
is an example of inservice training. 
7. The individual's performance 
should be evaluated. Evaluation is 
essential if one is to improve his 
pe r fo rmance . Self-evaluat ion is 
necessary, but evaluation by oth-
ers often reveals things that escaped 
the at tent ion of the person him-
self. As he improves, the church 
worker receives a sense that he is 
accomplishing God's task more 
competently. He begins to realize 
that God must have been a part of 
leading him to this task. Thus, his 
need for meaning is met. 
When Jesus recruited his disciples to 
be the first workers in the church, he 
did not need to do any arm-twisting 
(Mark 1:14-28). Instead, he proceeded 
in a manner that met persons' needs. 
He recruited men with a variety of 
gifts. He told them exactly what was 
expected of them. Then, when he called 
them, they followed him. He spent 
three years training them for their 
task. Some of it was formal instruc-
tion, some was on-the-job training. 
During this time, h& periodically eval-
uated their progress. As we carry on 
the work of Christ 's kingdom, let us 
train workers as the Master trained his 
disciples. 
The Spring issue of the Christian 
Education Challenge is devoted to 
motivation. It has specific suggestions 
for implementing each of the steps 
mentioned in this article. Copies of 
Challenge are sent to each congrega-
tional leader. For addit ional copies 
contact The Board of Christian Edu-
cation, P.O. Box 127, Nappanee, IN 
46550. 
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from page 7 
McBeth: You are not alone in "feeling hurt ." Others 
share this with you. It seems to me that the making of the 
covenant wasn't an at tempt to change the relationship 
between the college and church, but rather to make it 
possible for the college to do some things that before were 
not possible. 
Ginder: / also suffered when church ownership ceased. 
Bui / feel very good about the covenant. It is important 
that it is kept alive between us, and that pastors are well 
acquainted with it. Let's move on now to the Parish Grant. 
McBeth: The Parish Grant was started in 1966 as a plan 
of the church 's corpora te suppor t of Messiah College. This 
suppor t has been increasing over the years. I think that 
s tudents who receive Parish Grant suppor t appreciate it 
very much. The Board for Schools and Colleges will prob-
ably bring recommenda t ions to the 1980 General Confer-
ence to increase the amoun t given to each student (maxi-
mum now is $200). 
Hawbaker: The college needs to keep reminding us pas-
tors about the facts and needs, as well as opportunit ies 
relating to the Parish Grant . We do need to be reminded. 
Brandt: Do you pastors like the idea of the Parish 
Grant? 
Lehman: Yes. With Jay McDermond as a student f rom 
our congregat ion . Parish Grant was what opened the door 
for the college being included in our budget. 
Long: One thing pastors could do is have current Mes-
siah s tudents talk about their college experience at vaca-
t ion time. When they stand in f ron t of the church people, 
they give visible evidence of what the Parish Grant is 
doing—it is helping the student at tend the denominat ional 
school. 
Ginder: One concluding statement from each of you. 
Brandt: This discusson has given me new insights, and 
my hope is that the relat ionship between the church and 
college will be strengthened. 
Long: We could certainly increase the number of Brethren 
in Christ students at Messiah, according to our research. 
About half of the denominat ion 's students going to college 
are at Messiah College. Many of the other half think they 
cannot afford to at tend, and therefore go to state schools. 
Very often, in considerat ion of financial aid which is avail-
able at Messiah, going to a state school is not less 
expensive. 
Cober: Three generations of my family have attended 
Messiah College. I like the concept that this is our college. 
McBeth: When I moved f rom a pastorate to a campus, 
many people raised questions. However, I feel that my 
working at Messiah College is a ministry for the Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Hawbaker: Messiah College will continue to have a 
ministry of blessing to people a round the world as faculty, 
staff , and students take seriously the college mo t to— 
Christ Preeminent. 
Lehman: The unity of the Brethren in Christ will be 
determined by three "C's": our college, our camps, and our 
communica t ion . If we are going to be united in fai th, there 
must also be a unity of knowledge. 
Ginder: A new review of the church-college covenant, 
and this interview today, bring to me a greater apprecia-
tion for the significant relationship between the Brethren 
in Christ Church and Messiah College. I pledge myself to 
promoting and strengthening those relationships. 1 feel 
that more each day. 
There is a "Church College Covenant" on record, approved by the Gen-
eral Conference. It is available upon inquiry for study or review. 
Gen. Conference Info. 
From page 2 
ton, Ontar io , will be on Saturday, June 28, at 3 p.m. 
You will be able to complete your registration on June 
28 f rom 9 a .m. to 12 noon, and f rom 1 to 2:30 p.m. The 
final business session is scheduled to conclude at noon 
on July 3. 
Ample lodging and good meals are available on the 
campus . Costs are higher than before, due mainly to 
the 20 percent inflat ion accumulated over the last two 
years. The good news is that U.S. people will (if pres-
ent exchange rates hold) have a 15 percent cost reduc-
tion on prices quoted in Canadian funds. 
Ano the r plus factor is that s tudents up through 
college will get lodging at half price. And everyone can 
stay for a sixth or seventh day. before or af ter Confer-
ence, without added lodging cost. 
The facilities are all very good, and tha t , coupled 
with Canadian hospitality and some exciting new pro-
gram features, especially for youth and children, make 
the 1980 General Conference an event which Brethren 
in Christ people (including whole families) will want to 
place on high priori ty as they plan for the coming 
summer . 
The Convent ion Director will again be assigning 
space for exhibits . Please make your request in terms 
of 8-foot modules. To cover rental costs, kindly 
i n c l u d e a c h e c k f o r $ 1 0 f o r e a c h 8-foot table needed. A 
limited number of tables will be near outlets. If you 
need an electrical outlet, please include that informa-
tion with your request. 
Boards, committees, and agencies may submit re-
quests for meeting rooms to the Convent ion Director. 
This can be done either before or during the Confer-
ence. Give date and time, and how many are in the 
group. The Private Dining Room, seating 48, can be 
booked for mealtimes. 
A bus has been chartered for travel f rom Pennsyl-
vania to Conference on Saturday morning, June 28, 
and returning on Thursday a f te rnoon, July 3. The 
round-tr ip fare is $35.00. Interested people can make 
reservations with Rev. Henry N. Hostetter, R . l , 
Washington Boro, PA 17582, enclosing a check made 
out to Henry Hostetter. The air-conditioned and rest-
room equipped bus will leave f rom, and return to, 
Camp Hill (near Harrisburg). 
G E N E R A L C O N F E R E N C E I N F O R M A T I O N will 
appear in each issue of the Evangelical Visitor f r o m 
now through the J u n e 10 issue. You should find it 
helpful to keep these issues together for ready refer-
ence. For addit ional informat ion, contact Paul Hos-
tetler, Gran tham, PA 17027. Office phone: 717-766-
2511; Home: 766-2621. 
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Editorial 
Memory 
The human is provided with a 'built-in antenna ' and a 
marvelous recording system. As human beings we have the 
potential of enjoying people and events and then continu-
ing the enjoyment as memory returns with pleasant 
recollections. 
What did Solomon mean when he said: "The memory of 
the just is blessed . . ." (Proverbs 10:7)? Three words are 
something of a key: Memory (scent); Just (righteous); 
Blessed (benediction). 
Was Paul boasting when he exclaimed: "I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course; hencefor th . . . "? If he 
was boasting, it was merely in recalling what God through 
grace had performed in his life. 
The Apostle Paul made a commitment on the Damascus 
road that included faith in Christ and forgiveness for the 
past combined with the choice of a new course for the 
future. The same happens with every new-born Christian; 
the past, the sinful, the old is forgiven and a new life takes 
over. When God forgives, he forgets. As new Christians we 
start with a clean slate. 
But then, we also remember as did Paul, "we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels." Fragile indeed, dependent on 
the Lord for daily spiritual strength. How often as Chris-
tians we need God's continuing forgiveness! 
The Apostle Paul waxes eloquent in II Corinthians 11 
when memory recalls his experiences for the sake of the 
gospel. In no way can the Apostle be interpreted as being 
sorry for himself. "Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches . . ." He writes as one enjoying his ministry. 
"And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your souls." 
(II Cor. 12:15). 
Memory opens an avenue much greater than a mere 
reflection on one's own life and ministry. Helpful memo-
ries bless our lives as we reflect on fellow Christians, fellow 
ministers of the gospel and countless biographies of saints 
out of the past. 
This brings me to an emphasis and illustration for this 
editorial. Below and on the following page are excerpts 
f rom editorials as written by V. L. Stump, longtime editor 
of the Evangelical Visitor. His daughter, Ruth Stump 
Whittenburg, has given many hours in compiling a biog-
raphy of the life, work and some of the writings of her 
father. An order blank appears with the writings. Older 
and younger churchmen will benefit from reading the 
account of the life and times of V. L. Stump. It was during 
V. L.'s tenure that the E. V. Publishing House, now Evan-
gel Press, was established at Nappanee, Indiana; it was 
later to be designated as the Headquarters for the Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
My memories of this writer are pleasant, vivid and 
inspiring. In addition to Brother Stump's many duties with 
the Evangelical Visitor and E.V. Publishing House, he 
served as a minister in the Locke Congregation, a bit north 
and west of Nappanee. As a young minister I served as 
evangelist for a series of revival meetings in January 1934 
and I saw and felt V. L. at work. His was a typical church 
ministry of that day, requiring unusual strength and devo-
tion to meet the assignment. 
In addition to this man, let me add: time and space fail 
me to mention church leaders of yesteryear whose mem-
ories are an undying inspiration. Pleasant memories are at 
their best when one pauses to thank God for fellow Chris-
tians, church leaders, some who have gone on, but a host of 
older and younger, who are now serving. J .N.H. 
Excerpts From Editorials 
" K E E P STEADY. We are living in a wonderful age, and 
nearly everything these days is being made the subject of 
research and investigation, in some form or another. Many 
of the ideas held by the people of the past generations have 
been found to be merely a ' thought-so' by someone and the 
rest have accepted them for facts; but present-day investi-
gation has revealed an entirely different condition obtaining. 
"Amid all this investigating, the Bible has not been 
exempt. The comforting thing about the investigations and 
discoveries in connection with the Bible is that they con-
stantly affirm and throw additional light and proof upon 
By The Late V.L. Stump 
the validity and inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. Thou-
sands of those who no doubt were destined to witness to 
the inspiration of the Scriptures have allowed their voices 
to be hushed amid the din of the world's strife and pleasure. 
Thus, it seems necessary for the very stones of Bible lands 
to cry out, and they are doing it. 
"At any rate, we are safe in putting our trust and confi-
dence fully in the Lord, knowing that, 'He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him against that day.' [I I 
Tim. 1:12]. Amid all the world's strife we will be safe as we 
keep steady in Him." [8/9/20]. 
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"THE BIBLE IS T H E MOST SCIEN-
T I F I C BOOK in the world, and it has 
an almost uncanny way of being right 
when so-called science disagrees with 
it. Solomon said that, 'wine is a mocker, 
strong drink is raging; and whosoever 
is deceived thereby is not wise.' [Prov. 
20:1]. Yet for thousands of years liquor 
in one form or another has been used 
in sickness and health as a panacea for 
human ills. It has been used in the 
frozen North to keep explorers warm; 
it has been used in extreme heat to 
keep folk f rom becoming ill by drink-
ing too much pure water. It was sup-
posed to cure snake bites, pneumonia, 
and a lot of other things were supposed 
to yied to its magic potion, with little 
regard as to how, when or where it was 
administered. 
"As late as 1886, a man startled the 
world by saying that alcohol would 
freeze a man to death. Medical socie-
ties thought the preacher of this new 
doctrine was wrong; but, in 1918, the 
American Medical Association climbed 
on a water wagon and took liquor out 
of the book of drugs, denying that it 
had any legitimate place as a medicine. 
"Not only has the Bible been right 
all these centuries regarding the ques-
tion of liquor; but it is positively the 
best book on hygiene that can be 
found anywhere in the universe. The 
laws given by Moses to the Jews con-
cerning fumigation and isolation are 
practically the same methods that are 
used today to control infectious dis-
ease. These ancient sanitary laws in-
cluded practically everything. Such 
things as work, rest, married life, sex-
ual hygeine. In fact, no detail of life 
was neglected or overlooked. 
"The Bible gives us the most wond-
erful instructions as to how to place 
ourselves in the proper adjustment,' 
physically, spiritually and materially. 
It is evident that when man is living out 
of harmony with God's spiritual laws, 
he cannot be the happy, restful, trust-
ful, contented creature that God in-
tended him to be. 
"The New Testament is a revelation 
of God's way of salvation; this marve-
lous Word includes within its provi-
sions such things as safety, security, 
peace, enjoyment, healing assurance, 
and all necessary requisites to make a 
man every whit whole." [10/20/30], 
" 'WILLINGLY IGNORANT.'[I Peter 
3:5]. It is amazing to note the great 
amount of ignorance prevailing every-
where with regard to the simple truths 
of God's Word. One meets people in 
the ordinary course of life, and some of 
them have been members of churches 
for many years, who seemingly do not 
have the faintest idea of what the Bible 
teaches, concerning God's Plan and 
Purpose for His people and for the 
world. 
"The time is certainly ripe for an 
awakened interest in Bible Study. Pas-
tors and preachers everywhere should 
make this the high point of their Chris-
tian service. Personally, we consider it 
as necessary today as preaching. 
"Now, Peter speaks of a group of 
people who are willingly ignorant. The 
average person could know much more 
about the Word of God, about the 
plan of salvation and what Christian-
ity really means, if he would desire to 
be illuminated. Too many are con-
tented with having someone else ex-
pound or explain, or preach upon the 
Scriptures, and they enjoy the good 
influences and impulses that come 
f rom the preaching; often the fallow 
ground of their own heart is not broken 
up and the seed of the Word finds no 
depth in which to germinate and grow. 
"The trend to ignore the Word of 
God in the home, and to avoid its defi-
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nite teachings in the varied services of 
the Church, is most alarming in this 
day. We must awaken to the necessity 
of teaching those in our own house-
hold the great facts of the Bible and the 
underlying principles and purposes of 
Christianity, if we are to enjoy for long 
the religious heritage with which 
America has been so richly blessed." 
[9/9/40], 
"ONE O F THE WORLD'S G R E A T 
EST STATESMEN, lawyer, orator 
and thinker was Daniel Webster. He 
was world-famous, and his opinions 
about any matter are entitled to more 
than ordinary weight. In his confes-
sion of faith, setting forth his religious 
convictions, a document of much inter-
est, we read: 'I believe that the Bible is 
to be understood and received in the 
plain and obvious meaning of its pas-
sages, since I cannot persuade myself 
that a book intended for the instruc-
tion and conversion of the whole world 
should cover up its true meaning in 
any such mystery and doubt that none 
but the critics and philosophers can 
discover it.' 
"The foregoing is in striking con-
trast to much of the talk we hear today 
that only technical 'scholars' have the 
correct approach to the Scriptures. We 
do not wish to place any premium on 
ignorance, but we do humbly appre-
ciate the fulness of God's revelation in 
giving the Holy Scriptures in that He 
has disclosed the way of salvation to 
all mankind and not only to a favored 
few." [11/11/29], 
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